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PANDA : Symbol of World Wide Fund for Nature

Introduction :

The unchecked hunting and unabated destruction
of forest area have caused the extinction of many spe-
cies of animals like~Cheetah, Dodo, Golden langur,
Malayan Sun Bear, Pig tailed Macaque, Himalayan
Porcupine etc., rendering the Mother Earth desolate.

According to Red Data Book of ecologists about
600 more species of animals and birds are still fight-
ing their last battle against the onslaught of man. Some
d endangered animals of Indian forest
are— the great Indian Bastard of Rajasthan. Black b_uc%{,
wild Ass, Bison, Golden langur, Nilgai llecse, Asiatic

lion of Gir forest, Pigmy hog and panda etc.

About Panda : g
3 . - . Or l
Panda is a very interesting anima not only
unique feature but also for its behaviour. Panda look-s
¢ Some people so called it

ear.
same as the cub of a b America. Panda are of

: South
Reconn and coaties of Pa?chlﬂa and other is Red Panda.
his Giant is the

two types : One is GiantFance = .
Giant Panda is foupd (?nls; m(f ?b}\rfi‘ifl;l). now renamed
symbol of world wild life, 545 lack covered

body is b
wold wide fund for n2i’® Istsc::\re sugrounded by black

with and white fur and is €¥€
fur,

of these rare an

the Red Panda. Its body

¢ Panda is the &= iy

is Citieztl:;ihtyzd fur and its size 15 smra;;?; :lhzqu e

giant panda. It i found in tht_? louz‘rlndia. i

Hi d in different regions it
imalayan and ! e e in some o T

- furs. Its tail is

its body is covered with 1S e
face and ears are CcOVere ing feature of apanda

: esti s
l iry. The most inter cteristics iS
i: f:ff;niii II:le fu’f‘-s in his P2 such £ imd
i imals.
not . other anima:> end sl
[f’(:aLrlxrgi(i 11: Z noctural animal- They 28

eeping

Harsha Chandra Taid
TD.C,, First Year (Zoology Deptt.)

on branches or inside the hollow of trees. Durin its
slgeping time it covers its whole body coiled b lin

'tall. When night falls it clims down from the tree glowlg
in search of food. Panda eats fleshy and juicy rootsy
fruits, birds egg, insects etc. If Panda is in the state 01"
d_amger or in fear, it quickly climbs up the tree and
g;;:esdo;: ;:J?;:lous odour from the gland that is con-

Panda gives birth to babies in the sori

At one time it gives birth to two cubss,.p'll:llrllg ii?)ssOg%
Panda become full matured and self dependent onl

after completing one year, ' i

Contribution of WWF in conservation of

Wildlife in India :

; Mr. Guy Mountfort WWF founder and Frustee vi

1te-d India when Mrs. Indira Gandhj was our Prir z
r.nmister and offered her to raise fund for creationmef
tiger reserve to save the endangered tiger. The suO
cess of “Project Tiger, taken up by the Gc;vern C;
from 1973 has been hailed not for extinction bu’crn Tn
a_ssu_red for preserving floral and founal genetic di?f o
sity in some of the unique and endangered eco 5
fem' There are fifteen tiger reserves covered byst!f}st;
OE;rZJ;:::_ iger’ in India including Manas National Park

Conclusion :
To create awareness among the people in the

protection and conservation of forest and wild life

we observe World Forest Day on 21st Ma h

first week of October as wild life week eve rc an;:!
is our bounder duty to protect and improVerglgiat;u t
ral environment and to have compassion for [j 3 -
creatures. To love our Mother Earth is to love :Eg

nature. ®
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A PEN-PICTURE OF A DEORI VILLAGE

Dibyajyoti Dutid
TD.C, 3rd Year (Dept. of Political Science)

It was a cold gloomy day when we, a team com-
pn'sihg of ten students and two teachers, started our
journey. Our destination was a Deori inhabited vil-
' lage Balideori and is known to be the solitary village

of Deori Community in the region. Our frip was or- o o e st e
ganised by the Department of A-nthropoiogy‘ Sl Mot 14thj ife style of the Deoris are the Saf;‘n
O F:ollege o have someliet han_d study  imagine how m Eentury ‘From this point Of’e ;eir
chosins De9n peo.ple. whe“ wereached thespot,a our own and tr Léc ¢ they tried hard to maintain t r-
feeling of moist adhired with the sweetscent of paddy  side of g, i a ltu?n. Deoris were living in the V8 !
field greeted all of us and the fatigue of the painful g ndil in ancient Sediya, according to the ¢#"
journey got gradually washed off. Hectic work sched- ei;Ort of 1901 |

ule was going there on as it was a high time of har- ing i ik days : Now a days Deori people aré liv-
vest. We had been there for five days and encoup. s N Various parts of el Erseaat

managed to keep marita] relationships with the Ahoms-
are T::Z are four major classes of the Chutias. TheY
Ve u, Ahom, Barahi and Deori. The main @l
‘mportant class of them is Deori. Some people use

e, ex;_:erien_ces. Here is a pen-picture of t{: 'Mpur, Jorhat districts are the major habi_taﬁons
of the findings of the illustrious study trip. em-.There i

A brief outline of the origin : Assam is i a) leongia eoris :
habitation of various fribal communities. Almost a]] of ) Tengapomya e
them have certain culture and tradition and they do. <) Borgonya,

3 > : 3 _ :
\I::'k?: ‘tmRt};;;': w[;‘e?:id ::;qs‘frjtyle. I-BOdO’ Kachan, ‘Patarg?;:;l?nt times, there was a class calle
S g ' , @re some major inhabitants A t0o. In ¢ ; - comm¥’
of the land. Deori community has a notable cy| nity got assimilateq | US .cours? of time, this Ct:]?e 00"
and tradition which is a hidden treasure for the n Dibongia class. Only

ture ple
of Dj )
Dnbongla class can TR moth""

N thropologists. it tOI’lgue.
The Deori community represents the clags ‘Pri About th on of
; oy et g jon
a section of the Chutia community. [n the firsteft e term ‘p erm Deori :The real explanat’® o

eorj’ i .
decades of 13th century, before the arriya) of WO sociologists. GZ IS not yet given convincingly ‘by
‘ the apg Pray fo nerally, the people who believe s is

Ahom, the empire of the Chutias wag \
wards the river Subansiri (a tributaryszrﬁsleni \to- known 4 ‘rt:oen}:ve.}l;‘being ot oo éommu';; 2
tra). Chutias are the trib : er lieve ~'t The people of the commu™
le;maPUta) ik 4ls of Tibeto By m'ounta?rt :e“ aNcestors fam: to eAssa\m from e
et ' : imgirj ; : '
In the first decades of the 16th Century Ahoms a1 imgitj p"g';ga?a?d lived in the North of A%
tacked the Chutia and captured their state. Some of eoris Were f e elys aceful
iv

/ ; life )
hutia people fled away in terrorbut som, ; in Soq
the Chutia peop! e of thery They o Sizg When some hilly tribed invaded t tbeir

Wa for good within a night making

~among them.

ing prosperous and P€% q..

b 9

HAE SIS R @ J003-3000 T @

way to an uncertain destination sailing through the
rivers Brahmaputra, ultimately they reached Sivasagar
and Lakhimpur Districts and got established them-
selves these. They to keep relationships with Assamese
people to promote mutual co-operation and gave up
their mothers tongue. Only Dibongia Deoris use their
own language and retain it till date.
Bali-Deori-The solitary Deori Village in

Dhakuakhana Sub Division :

Bali Deori, the lone Deori Village in Dhakuakhana
Sub-division has developed their own culture and tra-
dition in their own unique way. The village is situated
in the South-West of Dhakuakhana town about 20
K.M. from it. The village is located in a picuturesque
natural scenery accompanied by a mighty river
kherkotiya. According to an old villager Mr. Ranjan
Deoru, thevillage had its origin when some Deori peo-
ple of Maz-Deori (a village of Mazuli) caque there i the
18th century. The river kherkotiya depomtefi a huge
quantity of sand in that place in the flqod tlmfa. T_he
word ‘Bali’ is the Assamese word for sand. The in-
habitants of the area are Deori and hence the name

‘Balideori’ is originated. . - G
all?eligion . Religion is the internal affairs of hu

man soul. Deoris aré religious pe.ople. Tl?ez are Z{l?e.
dus. There are three groups of religious Hindu peop

es in the religious atti-

kardeva.
¢s in the Goddess

a) Vaishnavas : Who believ
tude, founded by Srimanta 520

b) Shakia : Who believ

i and make sacrifices. .
e i Wo;s ]i;fwlz; - They don't believe in
's fo ;

W ideals of a
Vaisch}niiﬁ:r?lam Saktiaismm i fOll;‘;’: g]:oi'i :ommU-
legendary personage Krishnad!™ with great

s pray
nity has firm faith in God and alway

humility and reverence.
* Fastipals : Deoti Pe%P £
gious festivals. They follow ! ea 0
The Deori peoP!® ok of Bohags :
Aadyashalti, In the MO0 % oo Huchat (@
Assamese people they d'on o together)-
Assamese tradition f singing rship to the goddess

; Wwo
It Circumstances pre"a‘l' They

celebrate yarious reli-
amese Calendar.

ted temple of
unlike the

Aadyashakti and seek kind permission from her on
the occasion.

Meanwhile, a particular man or woman is pos-
sessed by an evil spirit which is called ‘Deo otha’ (ris-
ing of evil spirit). He or she tells about the future of
the villagers and the villagers believe and sustain firm
faith that the predictions will be true. The ‘ded drinks
only animal blood (those animals which are sacrificed
in altar of the temple) and don't take usual foods. In
Balideori Village it is an-interesting fact that only
woman are caught by the evil-spirit-'Ded’. At this time,
the followers only wear white clothes (now a days other
coloured clothes are also worn). Red coloured clothes
are strictly prohibited at the place.

They also celebrates ‘Sacnia Puja’, ‘Meota Puja’
‘Borhobah’, ‘Magh Bihu’, ‘Kati Bihu’ and so on. Mar-
riage ceremony is too an interesting festival that is per-
formed by themn. There are certain rules and regula-
tions, rituals, habits are tied up with it.

Dress and ornaments : Every society, be it
Assamese, Bodo, Mishing have a particular dress habit.
Every man tends to form society and in society they
create their own peculiarities among themselves in
various fields, according to their religious belief and
century long experiences support it. As a matter of
fact, the Deori community has their own century long
adornment and in the 21st century they are nourish-
ing it, using it with heart felt devotion. They use par-
ticular adornments on particular occasions. A Deori
male uses a loin cloth called ‘Ikho’. While they stay at
home and the ‘lkho’ usually combines with a shirt or
sporting. While going out of their home or viliage they
generally use trousers and Shirts. They wear white
cloth and use a necklace (called Kanthmoni) while
they take part in traditional social function.

House type : Deori people build their traditional
house by using bamboos, woods, canes inroads etc.
They believe in typical ‘Chang Ghar' (a raised plat-
form). The lower part of the house is used as an en-
closure for the animals. The floor has certain holes in
it and they passes the unnecessary victual to animals.
A corridor is enclosed to the mid of the house or in a
side by which they can differ various rooms for cer-

C——
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tain purposes. The fire place is attached with the
‘Chang’ and they call it as ‘Dudepati’. They cooked
various meals there and eat them sitting around the
fire -place. One plat form remains enclosed to th._e
house for cleaning various things. Such a platform is
also built (by somebody) at the entrance of the house.
Food habit :The food habit of Deori community
comprises rice as principle item and they ta%ce bc.)tfm
- vegetable and non-vegetable diet. They dn'nk_ ChUJ'e )
a traditional liquor and it is extremely favourite drink
of them. Instead of tea, they take ‘Chuje’ in the morn-

ing. In religious functions they prepare various kinds
of recipies. Pork is one of their favourite choice and it
is accepted as the sacred in the ceremony.
Conclusion : Deori people contributed whole
heartedly towards the making of entire Assamese Cul-
ture. They have century long culture and tradition and

they retain it well fill date. [t is a hard work to include
all about these in sych an article.

However, [ feq] and have farm-faith that Deori
community has Something more peculiarities which
may be a matter of study. m

My heart

Achyut Chamuah
H.S. 2nd Year ,Science

Oh! my heart is full of joys
When my will is made by the bliss
Down in enthusiasm fu] of wills
Like climbing the Himalayas and the hills,
Nobody can touch the peak,
~ (Peak of imagination)
Thoughts that my heart seeks,

Everyone wesses him with offerg

Who perfects himself with regylay
So, my heart beats in speed

Practice:

If it wants to see imaginary Seeds,
Arrives at its willingness
When the seed is made,

If it's on the contrary
My heart becomes waried. 5
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